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September 3, 2021

Dear District 10 Families,

In following Itasca 10 procedures, the district has been informed of two Benson students who
tested positive for covid. The 1st grade Benson student was last in attendance on Monday,
August 30th.  The 2nd grade Benson student was last in attendance on Friday, August 27th.

In the event that a staff member or student had close contact with a covid positive individual, the
administration will contact the student’s family within the day to indicate if a quarantine is
required. As was done with our recent cases, please immediately quarantine your children if
another family member is being tested for covid. If a family member tests positive, please
consult with your family physician and consider testing all family members and assume that they
are infected (and in quarantine) until you receive results. If not infected, please consult with our
school nurse and administration to review guidance and next steps. The District reports all
Covid-19 cases to the DuPage County Health Department when notified of the positive test
results.

As we begin the school year we have 8 confirmed student cases across three school buildings.
Please note, three are siblings within one family, two are siblings within one family and the other
three cases don’t seem to be connected. The overall count in a stretch of 3 weeks is higher
than we have experienced in the past. Please remain vigilant in following safety practices. Our
collective commitment and partnership to do so in the next few weeks will minimize the possible
outcome of moving to an adaptive pause or more restrictive measures for a class or grade-level
in the future.

All families are urged to practice the following Illinois Department of Public Health Guidance:

➮ Consider receiving a vaccination if eligible (if not already vaccinated)
➮ Wear a face mask at all times when in public
➮ Wash your hands often with soap and warm water
➮ Cover your mouth with a tissue or sleeve when sneezing or coughing
➮ Practice social distancing

At this point there is no evidence of student or staff transmission at Benson. If there is evidence
of transmission or spread an adaptive pause may be implemented. We know that our staff and
students are working very hard to follow District 10 safety protocols. The Board, our staff and
administration are constantly monitoring the safety of in-person learning. We believe it is safe to
continue in-person instruction at this time.



Additionally, I know many of you have inquired, regarding travel and quarantine. Please review
the following:

● Please adhere to IDPH guidance for mask wearing
● Please understand that guidance can change and may impact your plans for this fall

season
● Testing and quarantine is recommended with air travel and travel to high-risk areas
● Quarantine is not required for vaccinated individuals
● Weekend travel is supported if IDPH guidance is supported and practiced otherwise
● Test to stay protocols such as IShield are being evaluated by District 10. Pending further

review the soonest District 10 might start this program would be Quarter 2 in November.
● Always feel free to consult with the school nurse and/or administration

Please have a safe and relaxing Labor Day Weekend!

Sincerely,

Craig Benes, Superintendent


